Before We Begin the Journey

Grace and peace Friendship Family and Friends,

Through September and October, we have listened to Jesus and considered
how grace becomes visible in our lives. Our Next Faithful Step invites us to
continue that journey through November, Advent, Christmas, and the close of
2026.

Each day offers a new moment in a story, a connection with Scripture, a
practical response, prayer, and a question to carry with you. One story unfolds
through each week, making room for cherished memories, changing traditions,
unexpected homecomings, and the relationships through which God’s care
reaches us.

November asks how we will respond to what God has given us. We begin by
remembering faithful witnesses, then consider our commitments, gifts, and
encounters with Christ in our neighbors. Advent invites us to look again as we
watch, prepare, bear witness, say yes, and receive Christ among us.

You may read quietly, share an entry aloud, or talk with someone about what it
brings to mind. Pause with the question in whatever way helps you. Choose
practices that fit your abilities and circumstances. Our hope is to grow through
honest attention and faithful response, accompanied by God and one another.

My prayer is that this guide will bless you daily and help us carry the love we
celebrate into the life we share. Church family and friends, let us take our next
faithful step together.

Blessings,

Pastor Rudy

Rev. Dr. Rudolph H. White, Jr.
Friendship United Methodist Church



Making the Journey Together
A familiar daily rhythm

Read the Scripture, then enter the story Along the Way. The Word for the Way
connects the passage with daily life. Our Next Faithful Step offers a practical
response. Close with Prayer and a Question for the Journey. Scripture
references in the digital edition link to the NRSVUE readings.

Your response can be simple

Consider the question quietly, share it in conversation, or use the optional
response space. A visit may become a call; a service opportunity may become
prayer or help coordinating others. Receive care as well as offer it. Begin again
if you miss a day.

Stories and shared experiences

The stories in this guide are written to bring Scripture into conversation with
familiar experiences of faith, family, friendship, and daily life. They invite us to
recognize God’s presence and consider our next faithful step. During Advent,
you may share a sentence, drawing, or conversation for “Where | Saw God
This Week.” Contributions are optional. Ask permission before sharing another
person’s personal details.

Growing as disciples together

Our prayers and worship connect with compassion and justice through
Friendship’s ministries and our ordinary relationships. Ask what you are
learning from your neighbors, what helps people participate with dignity, and
who can encourage your next step.

Grow as Disciples, Serve as Friends.
Love All; Serve All; Follow One!



The Journey at a Glance

November 2026 readings. Page numbers begin with Day 1.
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The Journey at a Glance
December 2026 readings.
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DAY 1+ SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1

The Hands We Remember
Revelation 7:9-17; Matthew 5:1-12 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

Evelyn found her grandmother Ruth’s recipe card tucked inside an old Bible. A
little flour still clung to one corner. Beside the ingredients, Ruth had written,
“Make enough to share.” Evelyn smiled, then sat down. Ruth had been gone for
three years, but on All Saints Sunday the absence felt close again. She
remembered the hands that kneaded dough, held hers during prayer, and
quietly carried food to neighbors. At church, Evelyn listened as names were
remembered. When she heard the Beatitudes, she thought of Ruth’s mercy.
She began to wonder what it would mean to carry that mercy into the week
ahead.

The Word for the Way

Revelation gives us a vision of people from every nation gathered in God’s
care. Matthew names God’s blessing among mourners, the merciful, and
peacemakers. Together they hold our grief and invite us to recognize lives
shaped by grace.

Our Next Faithful Step

Speak the name of someone whose faith helped shape yours and thank God
for a particular gift you received through that person. Recall one action that
made their faith visible, such as listening, generosity, prayer, or patient care.
Choose a small way to practice that same expression of faith this week. If
someone comes to mind who would appreciate your memory, share it with
them. Let remembrance guide a present act of love.

Prayer

God of every generation, thank you for those whose love helped us trust you.
Hold our grief gently. Let the faith we received become love we offer to
someone else. Amen.

Question for the Journey
Whose faithful example still helps you know how to live?


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+7%3A9-17%3B+Matthew+5%3A1-12&version=NRSVUE

DAY 2 - MONDAY, NOVEMBER 2

Enough To Share
Matthew 5:7 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

On Monday, Evelyn set Ruth’s card beside a mixing bowl. She almost halved
the recipe; she lived alone now and did not need two loaves. Then she
remembered the neighbor who had moved into the downstairs apartment. Malik
worked evenings, and their conversations had never gone beyond greetings.
Evelyn made the full recipe. While the dough rose, she wondered whether
offering bread would seem intrusive. Ruth had never treated sharing as a
performance. She simply asked people what they needed. Evelyn decided she
could begin the same way: with a question and enough room for the answer.

The Word for the Way

Jesus blesses the merciful. Mercy can begin with attention to another person’s
circumstances. We receive God’s kindness and learn to offer kindness without
assuming we already know what someone needs.

Our Next Faithful Step

Begin with a person you see regularly but do not know well. Ask a sincere
guestion that gives them room to share as much or as little as they wish. Listen
without rushing to offer advice. Later, pray about what you learned and whether
a thoughtful response is needed. The faithful step may simply be remembering
their name and greeting them with greater attention next time.

Prayer

Merciful Jesus, slow my assumptions and open my attention. Help me meet my
neighbors as people to know and value. Make my kindness thoughtful and my
listening generous. Amen.

Question for the Journey
Who is near you whose life you have not yet taken time to understand?


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A7&version=NRSVUE

DAY 3 « TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3

At The Doorway
Psalm 34:1-10, 22 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

Malik opened his door with a phone against his shoulder. Evelyn held the
wrapped loaf and offered to return later. He ended the call and thanked her. His
mother had just come home from the hospital, he explained, and he was trying
to arrange groceries between shifts. Evelyn asked whether bread would be
useful. “Very,” he said. Then he laughed softly. “My mother will want to know
who made it.” Evelyn told him about Ruth. Before she left, Malik asked for the
recipe. What began as a delivery had become a conversation, and Evelyn
walked upstairs feeling less alone herself.

The Word for the Way

Psalm 34 turns an experience of God’s care into an invitation to praise
together. Testimony does not require a stage. A simple account of kindness
received can open a conversation about gratitude and faith.

Our Next Faithful Step

Think of a specific kindness you have received recently or long ago. Thank the
person who offered it if that is possible, naming what their action meant to you.
If you cannot contact them, share the memory with someone who would
welcome it or bring it into prayer. Consider how that care might shape one
interaction today. Gratitude can help a received gift continue through your life.

Prayer

Gracious God, help me notice the care | have received. Give me words that are
honest and simple. May gratitude open space for friendship and shared hope.
Amen.

Question for the Journey
What experience of care could you share naturally with someone?


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+34%3A1-10%2C+22&version=NRSVUE

DAY 4 - WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 4

More Than A Memory
1 John 3:1-3 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

That afternoon Evelyn’s daughter called. Evelyn described the bread and her
new conversation with Malik. “Grandma would have loved that,” her daughter
said. Evelyn agreed, but something troubled her. “I don’'t want to spend the
whole season wishing | could get the old days back.” Her daughter was quiet
for a moment. “Maybe you can carry something good from them into these
days.” Evelyn looked at the recipe card. Ruth’s handwriting could not give her
grandmother back. Yet it could remind Evelyn how to offer care in the life she
had now. She put the card where she would see it again.

The Word for the Way

First John names us as God'’s children now and points toward our continuing
growth in Christ. Our identity rests in God’s love, even while we are still
becoming. Faithful memories can nourish that growth.

Our Next Faithful Step

Pause with the gift from the past that came to mind as you read. Ask how it
might help you respond to one situation in your life now. You may hold the
answer quietly, note a few words, or discuss it with someone. Choose a
response that belongs to today rather than trying to recreate an earlier season.
Ask God to help you carry forward what still gives life.

Prayer

Loving God, thank you that | belong to you now. Help me receive the gifts of the
past without losing sight of today. Continue shaping me in the likeness of
Jesus. Amen.

Question for the Journey
What gift from the past can help you respond to the present?


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+3%3A1-3&version=NRSVUE

DAY 5« THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 5

A Chair And A Question
Matthew 5:9 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

Evelyn met Malik outside as he carried a folding chair toward his car. His
mother wanted to sit on her porch, but the entrance had steps she could no
longer manage safely. Evelyn knew people at church who helped connect
neighbors with ramp builders. She offered to ask about possibilities, then
stopped herself from making a promise she could not keep. “Would your
mother like us to explore it?” Malik nodded. “Let me ask her.” Evelyn realized
that care meant respecting the mother’s wishes as well as noticing her need.
The next faithful step would begin with her voice.

The Word for the Way

Peacemaking includes relationships in which people are heard and treated with
dignity. Compassion becomes more thoughtful when we ask about the barriers
people face and include them in decisions that affect their lives.

Our Next Faithful Step

Notice a place where someone may face difficulty entering, participating, or
being heard. Learn about the obstacle from the person experiencing it instead
of guessing. Ask whether they would like help exploring a change. Your
response might be a conversation with a ministry leader, practical assistance,
or a willingness to adjust a familiar arrangement. Keep the person’s wishes
central as you consider what welcome requires.

Prayer

God of peace, teach me to care with humility. Help me listen to those affected
by the choices we make. Guide our community toward welcome that people
can actually experience. Amen.

Question for the Journey
Where might a physical or social barrier be limiting someone’s participation?


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A9&version=NRSVUE

DAY 6 - FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 6

Faith In Another Pair Of Hands
Matthew 5:6 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

Malik’s mother, Mrs. Carter, called Evelyn on Friday. She welcomed the offer to
explore help with the steps. But first she wanted to talk about the bread. “My
mother made something like it,” she said. The women spent twenty minutes
comparing family kitchens and the people who had gathered in them. Then
Mrs. Carter asked whether Evelyn needed company for Thanksgiving. Evelyn
had expected to be the one offering help. Instead, she found herself receiving
an invitation. The friendship was becoming something both women could
shape, with gifts and needs on each side.

The Word for the Way

A hunger for righteousness draws us toward relationships marked by fairness
and dignity. Service grows deeper when we recognize another person’s gifts
and allow ourselves to receive as well as give.

Our Next Faithful Step

Receive a kindness today without minimizing it or feeling you must repay it
immediately. Thank the person sincerely and notice what their gift teaches you
about them. In a relationship where you often offer help, ask what the other
person enjoys sharing or knows how to do. Make room for their contribution.
Friendship grows when each person can be valued as someone with gifts to
offer.

Prayer

Jesus, free me from the need to be the person with every answer. Help me
recognize the gifts of my neighbors. Let our relationships grow through mutual
care and respect. Amen.

Question for the Journey
How comfortable are you receiving care from someone you hoped to help?


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A6&version=NRSVUE

DAY 7 « SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7

The Recipe Travels
Revelation 7:15-17 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

On Saturday, Evelyn copied Ruth’s recipe for Malik and his mother. Beneath it
she added her own note: “Thank you for making room for a new friend.” She
kept the original card. The week had not removed her grief, and she still missed
Ruth’s voice. But remembrance had led her into a relationship she could not
have predicted. She thought of the names spoken on Sunday and the hands
that had shaped so many lives. That evening she prayed for those who were
grieving and for the people she was beginning to know. Then she set out the
larger mixing bowl for another day.

The Word for the Way

Revelation’s promise of God’s shelter and tender care gives hope to grieving
people. We cannot complete God’s promised healing ourselves, but we can
offer companionship and care as we trust the Shepherd who holds us.

Our Next Faithful Step

Look back over the week and recall one moment when remembrance led to
care, conversation, or a changed perspective. Give thanks for that encounter.
Decide which expression of mercy you can carry into the coming week and
make it specific enough to begin. If you did not take the step you hoped to take,
consider a gentler beginning. Invite God to keep shaping your response
through patience and grace.

Prayer

Shepherd of our lives, hold those we miss in your love. Shelter those who
grieve today. Thank you for the people who walk beside us and the
opportunities to share your care. Amen.

Question for the Journey
What did remembering someone faithful lead you to notice or do this week?

Carry this week’s learning into your next faithful step.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+7%3A15-17&version=NRSVUE

DAY 8 - SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8

The Name On The List
Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25:; Matthew 25:1-13 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

Ben stood near a church display of service photographs. In one, a volunteer
knelt beside a newly built porch. Ben had long admired people who gave time
to projects like that. When Rosa invited him to help with a neighbor’s access
ramp, he reached for his usual answer: “Maybe when things settle down.” Rosa
did not press him. She explained the work, the supervision, and the time
involved. Ben looked at the signup sheet. He could not take every Saturday, but
he could take one. He wrote his name before another vague promise could
replace a real decision.

The Word for the Way

Joshua calls the people to choose whom they will serve. Jesus’ parable turns
our attention to readiness. For this week, we ask how a faithful choice can
become a prepared and dependable response.

Our Next Faithful Step

Choose one commitment that fits your time, ability, and circumstances. Find out
what participation actually involves before saying yes. Place both the
commitment and any preparation on your calendar. You might serve directly,
help with a practical arrangement, pray faithfully, or support someone already
participating. Tell a trusted person what you intend to do. Let your decision
become a promise you can keep with care.

Prayer

Faithful God, help me make choices that reflect my love for you. Give me
wisdom about my limits and courage to offer what | can. Prepare me to follow
through. Amen.

Question for the Journey
What commitment have you kept postponing until life becomes less busy?


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua+24%3A1-3a%2C+14-25%3B+Matthew+25%3A1-13&version=NRSVUE

DAY 9 - MONDAY, NOVEMBER 9

Before The Tools Come Out
Matthew 25:1-5 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

On Monday, Ben received the project information. He imagined arriving with a
hammer and learning as he went. The message asked volunteers to confirm
their availability, review safety instructions, and tell the team leader about their
experience. Ben had none. He nearly withdrew, embarrassed to admit it.
Instead, he replied honestly. Rosa thanked him and explained that several
useful tasks required no construction skills. Ben could help organize materials
and carry supplies under direction. Preparing meant being truthful about what
he knew. He began reading instead of pretending he was ready.

The Word for the Way

The bridesmaids’ waiting shows that readiness matters before the decisive
moment arrives. Faithful service also involves preparation, honest self-
assessment, and attention to the well-being of others.

Our Next Faithful Step

Ask the person coordinating your chosen opportunity what would help you
prepare. Be honest about your experience and limitations so that your
contribution can be useful. Read the information provided or learn one
necessary skill. If your faithful step involves a conversation rather than a
project, prepare by listening and praying. Willingness becomes more
dependable when we take time to understand the people and work before us.

Prayer

Lord, teach me the patience of preparation. Help me offer my actual gifts and
ask for guidance when | need it. May my willingness be joined with care. Amen.

Question for the Journey

What preparation would make your chosen commitment more useful and
dependable?


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+25%3A1-5&version=NRSVUE

DAY 10 - TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 10

Mrs Ortiz Has A Say
Micah 6:8 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

Rosa took Ben to meet Mrs. Ortiz, whose porch needed the ramp. Ben noticed
the height of the steps. Mrs. Ortiz noticed something else: visitors often spoke
to her nephew about her as though she were absent. Rosa asked her directly
how she hoped to use the entrance. “I want to get to my garden,” Mrs. Ortiz
said. “And | want my sister to visit without worrying.” Ben’s idea of the project
changed. This was about more than moving a wheelchair from one level to
another. It was about a woman'’s relationships, choices, and daily life.

The Word for the Way

Micah joins justice, kindness, and humility. A compassionate project can also
address exclusion when it helps restore access and honors the person whose
life is affected.

Our Next Faithful Step

When offering help, ask what matters most to the person receiving it. Listen for
a relationship, activity, or choice that the practical task might make possible.
Allow their answer to change how you understand the work. If you are involved
in a ministry, share what you learned with the appropriate leader without
exposing private details. Consider whether the next step should address
access and dignity as well as immediate need.

Prayer

God of justice, help me see the person beyond the task. Keep my care humble
and my attention open. Guide us toward changes that strengthen dignity and
participation. Amen.

Question for the Journey

What did listening to someone change about your understanding of their
situation?

10


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Micah+6%3A8&version=NRSVUE

DAY 11 - WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 11

The Service We Do Not See
Romans 12:4—-8 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

At a community gathering on Wednesday, Ben sat beside Mr. Ellis, a veteran
who seldom spoke about his years of service. When Ben mentioned the ramp
project, Mr. Ellis offered to make lunch for the workers. “My knees won't do
much building,” he said, “but | can still feed people.” They talked about the
contributions that seldom appeared in photographs: family members keeping
households together, neighbors driving to appointments, people remembering a
name in prayer. Ben realized how quickly he had measured usefulness by
visible work. He accepted the lunch offer and asked what support Mr. Ellis
would need.

The Word for the Way

Romans describes different gifts within one body. Our service takes many
forms. On Veterans Day, we can give thoughtful thanks for service while also
attending to veterans’ and families’ present needs and varied experiences.

Our Next Faithful Step

Offer a specific word of thanks for a quiet contribution you have noticed. If you
speak with a veteran or military family, leave room for their experience to be
different from what you imagine. Listen if they wish to talk and respect their
choice if they do not. Ask about present needs rather than assume them.
Include those serving, those who have served, and their families in your prayer
for peace and care.

Prayer

God of peace, care for veterans, service members, and their families. Help us
honor each person thoughtfully. Show us the gifts that sustain our common life,
including those we rarely see. Amen.

Question for the Journey
Whose quiet contribution deserves your attention and gratitude?

11


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12%3A4-8&version=NRSVUE

DAY 12 - THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12

A Promise Kept
Joshua 24:14-15 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

Ben’s friend offered him a ticket to a game on Saturday. For a moment, the
ramp commitment seemed less appealing. He told himself the crew probably
had enough people. Then he remembered Mrs. Ortiz describing her garden and
Rosa counting supplies according to the volunteers available. Ben called his
friend and declined. It was a small decision, with no audience and no applause.
Still, it made his earlier yes more real. He checked the meeting time and set his
work clothes beside the door. His faith was beginning to shape how he used an
ordinary Saturday.

The Word for the Way

Joshua’s call to serve God involves allegiance expressed through choices.
Keeping a commitment is one way our words gain substance. Faithfulness can
be quiet, practical, and costly enough to require a real decision.

Our Next Faithful Step

Review a promise you made and what is needed to keep it. Confirm the
arrangements with anyone depending on you. If circumstances have changed,
communicate early and honestly rather than quietly disappearing. Ask whether
an adjusted contribution would help. A faithful response may involve keeping
your original yes or making a truthful revision. Pray for steadiness in the
ordinary decisions through which people learn whether they can trust your
word.

Prayer

God, give weight to my yes. Help me keep promises with care and
communicate my limits truthfully. Let the people who depend on me experience
steadiness and respect. Amen.

Question for the Journey
What competing invitation might test the commitment you made this week?

12


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua+24%3A14-15&version=NRSVUE

DAY 13 - FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 13

The Useful Question
Matthew 25:6-13 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

The weather forecast changed on Friday, and the team leader adjusted the
plan. Some work would move under cover; another portion would wait. Ben
worried that the day would be wasted. Rosa asked him to call two volunteers
and confirm the new arrangements. One needed a ride. Another had not seen
the message. Ben made the calls, then offered a seat in his car. Readiness
was turning out to be more than having tools nearby. It meant staying attentive
as circumstances changed and being willing to do the useful thing in front of
him.

The Word for the Way

Jesus closes the parable with a call to watchfulness. We can receive that call
as an invitation to attentive faithfulness rather than anxiety about predicting the
future. Prepared people remain responsive when plans change.

Our Next Faithful Step

Check in with someone involved in the commitment you have chosen. Ask what
would be most helpful now, especially if the original plan has changed. Offer a
response that fits the present need and your capacity. It may be less visible
than the task you expected, such as making a call or arranging a ride. Pay
attention to the person whose participation your action could support. Let
flexibility become part of your faithfulness.

Prayer

Jesus, keep me attentive without making me fearful. Help me respond wisely to
changes | cannot control. Show me the useful step | can take today. Amen.

Question for the Journey
Where does your commitment require flexibility as well as resolve?

13


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+25%3A6-13&version=NRSVUE

DAY 14 - SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14

Beyond One Saturday
Matthew 9:35-38 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

By late Saturday, the supervised work had moved forward, though the ramp still
needed its final checks before use. Ben carried away the empty lunch
containers and thanked Mr. Ellis. Mrs. Ortiz came to the doorway and asked
when the next stage would be finished. Ben left the answer to the team leader,
then promised to help communicate the plan. Driving home, he knew a single
volunteer day had not solved every barrier in his community. It had changed
what he noticed. He asked Rosa whether the team needed help with future
calls and rides. This time, his question included a specific offer.

The Word for the Way

Jesus sees people’s circumstances with compassion and calls for workers. Our
first response can grow into sustained attention. Discernment helps us find a
place to serve that is both faithful and realistic.

Our Next Faithful Step

Consider what this week taught you about the people you served with, the
neighbors you met, and your own gifts. Decide prayerfully whether to continue,
adjust, or conclude the practice. If you continue, name a manageable next
commitment. If you conclude, communicate clearly and give thanks for what
you received. Growth can include discovering where your gifts fit and
recognizing when a different form of participation would be wiser.

Prayer

Compassionate Christ, thank you for the people who taught me this week. Help
my response grow beyond a moment of enthusiasm. Guide me toward service
that | can sustain with love. Amen.

Question for the Journey
What did your commitment teach you about your gifts, limits, or neighbors?

Carry this week’s learning into your next faithful step.
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+9%3A35-38&version=NRSVUE

DAY 15 « SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15

The Unopened Machine
Matthew 25:14-30 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

Hannah kept her sewing machine beneath a cloth in the spare room. She once
made clothes for her children, but she had stopped after her husband died. At
church, a teenager named Daniel mentioned that the community center needed
help repairing costumes for a children’s program. Hannah pictured the old
machine and immediately thought of all she had forgotten. Daniel asked
whether she might show him how to sew on a button. That sounded small
enough to try. At home she lifted the cloth. Before she could decide whether
she was capable of helping everyone, she could begin with one button.

The Word for the Way

In Matthew’s parable, entrusted resources call for a response. For our practice
this week, we consider how fear can keep us from using a gift. Our worth is not
measured by output; the invitation begins with what we have received.

Our Next Faithful Step

Name a gift that you have hesitated to use. It might be a skill, experience, a
listening ear, or the ability to encourage someone. Choose a beginning small
enough to try without promising more than you can offer. Ask a trusted person
whether your gift would meet a real need. Give thanks for the people who
helped you develop it. Offer today’s ability with grace toward yourself, even if it
differs from what you once could do.

Prayer

Generous God, help me recognize what you have placed in my care. Meet my
fear with your grace. Guide me toward a faithful beginning that honors my gifts
and limits. Amen.

Question for the Journey
What gift have you set aside because you are afraid it is no longer useful?
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+25%3A14-30&version=NRSVUE

DAY 16 - MONDAY, NOVEMBER 16

A Crooked First Seam
Psalm 90:12, 17 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

Hannah threaded the machine twice before getting it right. Her first seam
wandered across the fabric. She nearly put the cover back on, remembering
how easily she once worked. Then she found a scrap and tried again. The
second seam was straighter. Daniel was coming on Tuesday, and she did not
need to display mastery. She needed to remember enough to teach a
beginning. Hannah wrote down the steps in larger print. The afternoon passed
with a kind of concentration she had missed. She was learning to offer her
present ability rather than compare it with an earlier version of herself.

The Word for the Way

Psalm 90 asks God to teach us wisdom in our days and establish the work of
our hands. We can offer today’s abilities faithfully, with room for learning, rest,
and changed circumstances.

Our Next Faithful Step

Spend a few minutes practicing the gift you named yesterday. Begin with
something simple and allow yourself to learn again. Notice any comparison with
your past that makes you want to stop. Bring that feeling into prayer and ask
what a faithful offering could look like now. You might adapt a skill, learn a new
approach, or ask for help. Value the effort as a beginning rather than a
performance you must prove.

Prayer

God of our days, receive the work | can offer now. Give me patience with
learning and gentleness toward my limitations. Help me value a faithful
beginning. Amen.

Question for the Journey
What comparison with your past makes a present beginning harder?
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DAY 17 « TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 17

Someone Else Learns
Romans 12:6—8 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

Daniel arrived with a missing button and a shirt he hoped to repair. Hannah
gave him the needle, expecting to guide every move. Instead, he asked
thoughtful questions and found his own rhythm. His knot held. He grinned as
though he had built something much larger. Hannah remembered the first time
someone had trusted her with scissors and fabric. By the end of the visit, Daniel
asked whether another teenager could join them next time. Hannah hesitated,
then agreed to one more person. Her gift was becoming an opportunity for
someone else to discover a gift of his own.

The Word for the Way

Romans encourages the use of varied gifts within the community. Offering a gift
can include teaching, encouraging, and making space for another person to
participate. Shared ability strengthens the whole body.

Our Next Faithful Step

Share one useful skill with someone who wants to learn, or ask another person
to teach you something. Explain a manageable first step and give the learner
room to try. Offer encouragement that notices effort and growth. Resist taking
over simply because you can finish faster. Later, consider what you learned
from the exchange. Passing a gift forward can help someone else discover
confidence and a place to contribute.

Prayer

God, thank you for those who taught me patiently. Help me offer
encouragement without taking over. May the gifts we share create room for
others to learn and contribute. Amen.

Question for the Journey

Who might grow if you shared what you know instead of doing everything
yourself?
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DAY 18 - WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18

The Reason Beneath The Request
Matthew 25:19-23 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

At the community center, Hannah saw the costumes laid across a table. Some
were frayed, and several fasteners had broken. A parent explained that families
were trying to keep participation affordable. “We want every child who wishes to
join to have a place,” she said. Hannah had imagined a pile of sewing. Now she
saw children waiting behind the practical request. She asked which repairs
would make the biggest difference and which could wait. The parent helped
sort them. Hannah could not fix everything that afternoon, but she could work
where the need and her ability met.

The Word for the Way

The parable invites attention to faithful care of what has been entrusted. We
need not equate faithfulness with doing everything. Discernment asks how our
gifts can serve actual people and circumstances.

Our Next Faithful Step

Before accepting or beginning a task, ask what purpose it serves and which
part matters most. Listen to the person requesting help. Let their answer guide
what you offer and how much you take on. If you are uncertain, ask another
guestion rather than assume that more activity is always better. Pray for
discernment about where your ability and the actual need meet. Choose a
contribution you can make with attention and care.

Prayer

Lord, help me see the people behind the work. Give me discernment about
what | can offer and what others need. Let usefulness and love guide my
choices. Amen.

Question for the Journey
What purpose lies beneath the task you are considering?
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DAY 19 - THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19

Making The Circle Wider
Micah 6:8 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

Hannah learned that a child named Isabel could not reach the center after
school because her family’s transportation changed each week. Daniel
suggested simply giving her rides. The program leader explained that any
transportation needed to follow the center’s arrangements and permissions.
Hannah appreciated the reminder. Together they asked about approved ways
to reduce the barrier. The center could move one session and connect the
family with an existing transport option. A costume repair had opened their eyes
to a larger question: who could participate, and what kept others outside the
circle?

The Word for the Way

Micah'’s call to justice asks us to attend to conditions as well as immediate
needs. Compassion repairs what is in front of us; justice also asks whose
access is limited and how shared arrangements might change.

Our Next Faithful Step

Learn about one barrier to participation in a ministry, class, or community
activity you value. Ask the appropriate coordinator about responsible ways to
address it. Include the perspective of people affected by the barrier where
possible. Your contribution might involve scheduling, access, information, or
support for an existing arrangement. Consider how a useful act today could
also help make participation more equitable. Let justice become a practical part
of your care.

Prayer

God of justice, widen our attention. Help us respond with care for people’s
dignity and safety. Show us how our gifts and our shared arrangements can
create fuller participation. Amen.

Question for the Journey
What barrier affects participation in a ministry or activity you value?
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DAY 20 - FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 20

Enough For This Week
1 Peter 4:10-11 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

On Friday, Hannah'’s shoulders ached, and she still had three repairs left. She
worried that stopping would disappoint everyone. Daniel noticed her stretching
and suggested taking the simple hand repairs to the supervised session at the
center. Hannah began to refuse, then remembered how carefully he had sewn
his first button. She explained the work, checked that he understood, and let
the program leader coordinate the rest. At home she turned off the machine.
Rest felt less like failure when she understood that the work belonged to a
community, with more than one pair of hands.

The Word for the Way

First Peter describes gifts as entrusted grace used to serve one another.
Stewardship includes sharing responsibility and receiving God’s strength.
Sustainable service leaves room for rest, limits, and other people’s
contributions.

Our Next Faithful Step

Notice whether your service has become difficult to sustain. Name one limit that
would help you continue with patience and generosity. Communicate it kindly to
the person coordinating the work and ask what can be shared. Receive another
person’s contribution without needing to control every detail. Make time for rest

or prayer today. The gifts of the community can support faithful service in ways

one person cannot carry alone.

Prayer

God of abundant grace, free me from trying to carry everything. Help me serve
with generosity and rest with trust. Bless the gifts of those who work alongside
me. Amen.

Question for the Journey
Where do you need to share responsibility or receive help?
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DAY 21 « SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21

The Cover Stays Off
Matthew 25:14—-30 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

At Saturday’s program, Hannah watched Daniel quietly fix a loose fastener
before a child went onstage. No one applauded the repair; the child simply
joined the others. Hannah felt a steady gladness. Back home, she moved the
machine closer to the window. She would not sew every day, and she had
made no promise to accept every request. But the cloth stayed folded on a
shelf. A gift she thought belonged only to the past had found a place in the
present. She sent Daniel a message thanking him for asking about the button.
His reply came quickly: “Thank you for saying yes.”

The Word for the Way

We return to the parable with attention to response, fear, and entrusted gifts.
Our practice is not a test of productivity. It is a way to offer what we have
received in service to others.

Our Next Faithful Step

Give thanks for a small beginning you made this week, whether it was using a
skill, asking for help, or encouraging another person. Notice what happened
when your gift entered a relationship. Decide how you might continue in a
manageable way. You may choose a regular opportunity or simply remain
available for a suitable request. Ask God to keep shaping your courage and
discernment. Faithful stewardship can grow at a gentle, sustainable pace.

Prayer

Generous God, thank you for gifts that can grow through use and sharing. Keep
shaping my courage and discernment. Let what | offer help someone else take
a faithful step. Amen.

Question for the Journey
What changed when you offered a gift instead of keeping it hidden?

Carry this week’s learning into your next faithful step.
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DAY 22 « SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22

The Chair At The Table
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20—24: Matthew 25:31-46 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

Mara stood in the dining room with six place mats in her hands. This would be
the first Thanksgiving since her husband James died. Their daughter Lily was
coming, along with two relatives, but Mara kept counting the old number. She
set James’s place mat down and touched the chair he always used. At church
she heard Jesus speak about feeding, welcoming, and visiting. The words
stirred memories of the holiday baskets she and James had helped prepare.
She was not ready for a cheerful holiday. Yet she wondered whether the love
they had shared could still find a place at this year’s table.

The Word for the Way

Matthew directs our attention to Christ among people experiencing hunger,
estrangement, illness, and confinement. Ezekiel presents God as a shepherd
attentive to the scattered and injured. Grieving people also need the care of a
community.

Our Next Faithful Step

Think of someone who may need companionship this season, including
yourself. Offer a specific and manageable form of care, such as a call, a shared
meal, or a visit at a welcome time. Allow the person to accept, decline, or
suggest something different. If you need company, tell a trusted person what
would help. Pray for eyes to recognize Christ through both giving care and
receiving it.

Prayer

Shepherding God, gather those who feel scattered by loss. Help us recognize
Christ in our neighbors and receive the care we need ourselves. Guide our love
toward a faithful response. Amen.

Question for the Journey
Who needs companionship this season, including you?
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DAY 23 -« MONDAY, NOVEMBER 23

A Tradition With Room To Change
Psalm 34:18 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

Lily arrived early on Monday and found Mara trying to plan every dish James
had loved. “We can keep what matters,” Lily said. “We don’t have to do
everything.” Mara worried that changing the meal would make his absence
larger. Lily asked which tradition felt most comforting. They chose his sweet
potato recipe and the prayer he used to invite everyone to join. They left two
other dishes off the list. Mara breathed more easily. The table could hold
memories without requiring her to reproduce every detail. She asked Lily to
help decide how they would remember James together.

The Word for the Way

Psalm 34 speaks of God’s nearness to the brokenhearted. We need not
conceal sorrow or preserve every tradition to honor someone we love. Gentle
choices can make room for both remembrance and present needs.

Our Next Faithful Step

Discuss one holiday expectation with someone involved in it. Ask which
traditions offer comfort and which feel heavy this year. Together, consider
whether to keep, adapt, or set aside one part of the celebration. There is no
single correct way to remember a loved one. Choose what makes room for your
household’s actual needs. If the conversation brings tears or uncertainty, allow
time rather than pressing for a quick decision.

Prayer

God who draws near to broken hearts, help us speak honestly about this
season. Bless the memories we cherish. Give us freedom to shape traditions
with tenderness toward one another. Amen.

Question for the Journey
Which tradition comforts you, and which feels too heavy to carry this year?
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DAY 24 « TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 24

What A Family Actually Needs
Matthew 25:35-36 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

Mara and Lily went to help prepare holiday food baskets. Mara reached for the
items she always bought until the coordinator explained that households had
different needs, cooking arrangements, and dietary requirements. Mara listened
as a recipient described having only a small hot plate. A large frozen turkey
would be difficult to use. The coordinator helped arrange a suitable alternative.
Mara remembered James insisting that a gift ought to be useful to the person
receiving it. She changed her shopping list. The act of service now asked her to
listen more carefully, and that felt like one way to honor his memory.

The Word for the Way

Jesus names concrete needs in Matthew 25. Responding faithfully requires
attention to the people experiencing them. Generosity becomes more helpful
when we allow another person’s circumstances to shape our gift.

Our Next Faithful Step

Ask a feeding ministry what supplies or support are currently useful, or ask a
neighbor what would help their household. Let that information shape your gift.
Consider cooking arrangements, storage, dietary needs, and the person’s
preferences where relevant. Offer care without asking the recipient to explain
more than necessary. As you prepare the gift, pray for those who will receive it
and for the relationships through which the ministry serves.

Prayer

Jesus, help us recognize you among those who need care. Make our
generosity attentive and respectful. Teach us to listen so that what we offer can
truly help. Amen.

Question for the Journey
When has someone’s actual need differed from what you assumed?
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DAY 25 « WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 25

The Call She Almost Skipped
Matthew 25:37-40 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

On Wednesday, Mara thought of Mrs. Alvarez, who lived at the end of the
street. They usually exchanged holiday greetings, but Mara had little energy for
conversation. She almost sent a short message and left it there. Then she
called. Mrs. Alvarez said her family’s travel plans had changed and she would
be alone the next day. Mara paused. She did not need to host a larger
celebration than she could manage. She could invite one neighbor to the meal
already planned. “Would you like to join us?” she asked. Mrs. Alvarez offered to
bring rolls. Mara gladly accepted.

The Word for the Way

The people in Jesus’ story are surprised by where they encountered him.
Ordinary acts of welcome can carry significance beyond what we recognize at
the time. Our faithful step may begin with a call we nearly postpone.

Our Next Faithful Step

Call someone whose holiday plans may have changed. Begin by asking how
they are doing instead of assuming they are lonely. If an invitation would be
welcome, offer something you can realistically host or share. A conversation or
another day together may fit better than a large gathering. Let the response
guide you. Your next step can be simple, specific, and respectful of the
person’s comfort.

Prayer

Welcoming God, help us notice those whose plans have changed. Give us
courage to reach out and wisdom about what we can offer. Bless every honest
invitation and response. Amen.

Question for the Journey
Who comes to mind when you consider people who may be alone tomorrow?
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DAY 26 - THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 26

The Meal They Could Share
Psalm 107:1-9 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

On Thanksgiving, Mrs. Alvarez arrived with warm rolls. Mara placed James’s
photograph on a side table with a small candle nearby, safely away from the
food. Before dinner, she asked whether anyone wished to share a memory. Lily
told a funny story about his determination to carve a turkey perfectly. Mara
laughed, then cried. No one hurried her. Mrs. Alvarez passed a napkin and
stayed close. When they prayed, gratitude included the love they still carried
and the people present now. Later, Mara noticed that the meal had made room
for sadness without losing its moments of warmth.

The Word for the Way

Psalm 107 calls people to give thanks for God’s steadfast love and sustaining
care. Gratitude can be truthful enough to include sorrow. We can bless the gifts
of a day without pretending every part of it is easy.

Our Next Faithful Step

Share one honest gratitude today without requiring the day to feel entirely
happy. If you are with others, make room for a memory, a pause, or a quiet
person who does not want to speak. Listen without correcting someone’s
sorrow. If you are alone, consider a call or a moment of prayer with a cherished
memory. Ask God to help you receive the gifts of this day as it actually unfolds.

Prayer

Steadfast God, thank you for food, companionship, and love that continues to
shape us. Hold those whose tables feel painfully different. Help us offer one
another patience and tender care. Amen.

Question for the Journey
What can you give thanks for today while still acknowledging what hurts?
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DAY 27 « FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 27

Beyond The Holiday Meal
|saiah 58:6—10 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

On Friday, Mara helped Lily put leftovers into containers. The previous day’s
welcome had been meaningful, but the food basket conversation stayed with
her. She asked the pantry coordinator what happened after holiday donations
slowed. The answer included regular needs for supplies, volunteers, and
reliable support. Mara did not promise an amount before looking at her budget.
She asked for the current information and chose a manageable way to help
beyond November. She also wanted to learn why so many working households
needed assistance. The holiday had opened a question she hoped to keep
asking.

The Word for the Way

Isaiah connects worship with feeding hungry people and confronting
oppression. Compassion responds to immediate need; justice also asks about
conditions that keep people vulnerable. Both belong to a life turned toward
God.

Our Next Faithful Step

Choose one ongoing need that a holiday act of service has helped you notice.
Learn about it from a trusted local ministry or a person with relevant
experience. Ask what support remains useful after seasonal attention fades.
Consider one response that fits your budget, energy, and time. You might make
a regular contribution, learn more, or participate through prayer and
conversation. Let today’s generosity help inform a sustainable commitment.

Prayer

God of justice and mercy, deepen our care beyond special occasions. Help us
learn from our neighbors and understand the conditions they face. Guide us
toward faithful, sustained action. Amen.

Question for the Journey
What ongoing need has a seasonal act of service helped you notice?
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DAY 28 « SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 28

Love With A Place To Go
Matthew 25:31—-46 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

Mara put the last serving dish away on Saturday. She returned James’s
photograph to its usual shelf, then left his recipe in the kitchen. She still wished
he had been at the table. The week had not changed that. But love had found
several places to go: into a conversation with Lily, a useful food gift, an
invitation to Mrs. Alvarez, and a commitment she could continue. Mara called
her neighbor to ask how she was doing after the holiday. Before they ended the
conversation, Mrs. Alvarez invited her for tea. Mara wrote the date on her
calendar.

The Word for the Way

Matthew 25 calls us toward people whose needs can be overlooked. As
November closes, we consider both the care we offered and the care we
received. Encountering Christ can change the relationships we choose to
sustain.

Our Next Faithful Step

Recall where you encountered Christ through giving or receiving care during
November. Thank someone who accompanied you or helped you see
differently. Choose one relationship or practice to carry into Advent and name a
manageable next step. If the month has felt difficult, begin with a simple prayer
for attention. Allow gratitude for what you received to guide how you approach
the people and days ahead.

Prayer

Christ our King, thank you for meeting us in lives we might overlook. Receive
our imperfect responses. Keep opening our attention, deepening our
relationships, and guiding our love into action. Amen.

Question for the Journey
Where did you encounter Christ through giving or receiving care this month?

Carry this week’s learning into your next faithful step.
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DAY 29 « SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29

Waiting At The Window
|saiah 64:1-9; Mark 13:24-37 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

Tessa’s son Eli checked the window whenever a car slowed outside. His father
Marcus was away on military duty, and Eli hoped every unfamiliar vehicle might
bring him home. Tessa knew there was no confirmed holiday visit. She gently
reminded him, then helped place the first Advent candle on the table. At church,
the call to stay awake sounded different beside her family’s waiting. She could
not make a return date appear. She could pay attention to the life they were
living now: Eli’'s questions, a neighbor’s kindness, the people who kept
remembering them. Advent began with hope and uncertainty together.

The Word for the Way

Mark’s call to watchfulness is rooted in Christ’'s promised coming, not in our
ability to predict events. Isaiah gives language to longing for God. We can wait
honestly while attending to God’s presence in the present.

Our Next Faithful Step

Bring one longing honestly before God without deciding in advance how it must
be answered. Then notice a person or circumstance near you that needs your
attention today. Offer a manageable response while continuing to carry your
hope. You may listen to a child, check on a neighbor, or receive a kindness.
Advent watchfulness can include both the future we await and the care
available in this present day.

Prayer

God of Advent, meet us in the things we cannot resolve. Steady our hope
without asking us to hide uncertainty. Help us remain attentive to your presence
and to one another. Amen.

Question for the Journey
What are you waiting for, and what needs your attention today?
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DAY 30 - MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30

A Kindness On The Porch
Mark 13:33 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

On Monday, a neighbor left a message asking whether Tessa would like help
carrying decorations from the attic. Tessa almost declined; she did not want to
seem unable to manage. Eli asked if they could say yes. That evening the
neighbor came, moved the boxes safely, and stayed long enough to admire an
ornament Marcus had chosen years earlier. Tessa expected the visit to make
her miss him more. Instead, it gave her a place to speak about him. When the
neighbor left, she noticed how much energy she had spent trying to handle
everything alone.

The Word for the Way

Watchfulness includes attention to the grace already arriving through others.
Receiving help can make room for companionship and honesty. God’s care
often reaches us through ordinary people willing to show up.

Our Next Faithful Step

Receive a useful offer of help, or tell a trusted person one practical way they
could support you. Be specific enough for them to understand what would make
a difference. Notice whether accepting help opens room for companionship or
honest conversation. If you are the person offering, ask rather than assume.
Give thanks for the care that can reach us through people who are willing to
show up.

Prayer

Gracious God, help me recognize care when it comes. Loosen my fear of
needing others. Let receiving kindness deepen gratitude and friendship. Amen.

Question for the Journey
What kindness might you miss because you feel you must manage alone?
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DAY 31« TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1

The Wish Inside The Envelope
Psalm 130:5-6 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

Eli brought home a paper wish from school. Inside the envelope he had written
that he wanted his father at the Christmas concert. Tessa read it and sat beside
him. “I want that too,” she said. She could not promise it would happen.
Together they asked his teacher whether the concert could be shared with
Marcus in an approved way. They also planned to tell him about it during their
next call. Eli placed the envelope beneath the small tree. His wish remained a
wish, but he no longer had to hold it without anyone knowing.

The Word for the Way

Psalm 130 gives voice to waiting and hope in God’s word. Prayer can include a
desire we cannot guarantee. Honest companionship helps people carry longing
without turning hope into a promise we cannot make.

Our Next Faithful Step

Name a longing that has been difficult to speak and entrust it to God. If it would
help, share it with a trusted person who can listen without making promises.
When someone offers you their own wish, give it patient attention. Ask whether
they want company, prayer, or practical help. Hope can be carried more gently
when people know they do not have to hold it alone.

Prayer

God who hears us, receive the hopes we scarcely know how to speak. Care for
children and adults who are waiting. Give us people who listen and courage to
be truthful. Amen.

Question for the Journey
What longing would you like to entrust to God and share with someone safe?
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DAY 32 -« WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2

One Ordinary Afternoon
|saiah 64:8 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

Tessa and Eli made paper stars at the kitchen table. One folded unevenly, and
Eli started over. Tessa thought about the way their days were being shaped by
small choices: whether she listened, whether they called someone, whether
they allowed a little joy into a difficult season. Her family’s circumstances were
not hers to control completely. Still, the afternoon gave them something good to
share. She sent Marcus a photograph of the stars and included Eli’'s proud
description. Then she made tea and stayed at the table rather than rushing to
the next task.

The Word for the Way

Isaiah’s image of God as potter expresses dependence and belonging. It does
not require us to call every painful circumstance God'’s design. We can ask God
to shape our responses with patience, honesty, and love.

Our Next Faithful Step

Set aside a few unhurried minutes for someone or for quiet prayer. Notice what
changes when you stop preparing your next task and become present to the
moment. You may share a simple activity, listen to a memory, or sit comfortably
without conversation. Ask God to shape your response with patience. The step
can be small enough to fit today while still making room for meaningful
attention.

Prayer

God, hold us as your beloved people. Shape our responses where
circumstances feel beyond us. Help us offer patient attention to the life in front
of us. Amen.

Question for the Journey
Where could a little more attention change the way you meet today?
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DAY 33 « THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3

A Call Made Quietly
Mark 13:34-37 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

Marcus called Tessa while Eli was at school. His leave had been approved, and
travel arrangements were now confirmed. If all went as planned, he would
arrive Saturday. Tessa sat down, afraid to speak too quickly. They checked the
details and agreed to keep the arrival a surprise for Eli. After the call, she
prayed in gratitude. Then she thought of another military family whose plans
had fallen through. She reached out to them too. Her own good news did not
erase their disappointment. It made her want to stay near, with care that did not
require them to share her mood.

The Word for the Way

Watchfulness does not cause desired events to happen. Christ calls us to
remain faithful through uncertainty. When joy arrives, we can receive it
gratefully and remain attentive to people whose waiting continues.

Our Next Faithful Step

Give thanks for a piece of good news without using it to explain why someone
else’s desired answer has not come. Check in gently with a person whose
waiting continues. Let them choose whether to talk about it. You can celebrate
your own gift and still make room for their experience. Pray for gratitude that
widens your care and for a presence that does not require others to match your
mood.

Prayer

God, thank you for joys we did not know when to expect. Keep gratitude from
narrowing our attention. Help us celebrate kindly and remain companions to
those whose longing continues. Amen.

Question for the Journey

How can you celebrate good news while caring for someone facing
disappointment?
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DAY 34 - FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4

Making Space For Arrival
Romans 12:15 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

On Friday, Tessa set clean towels in the guest room and moved a stack of
papers from Marcus’s chair. Eli wondered why she was tidying so carefully. “I'm
making room,” she answered, which was true even if it was not the whole story.
Later, her friend called about her own delayed family visit. Tessa listened
without explaining her secret plans. She offered company for the next week.
That evening, she found a card Marcus had sent and placed it near the Advent
candle. The house held anticipation, but she knew arrival would also require
patience after a long separation.

The Word for the Way

Romans calls us to share both joy and sorrow. Love makes room for another
person’s experience. A homecoming can be deeply joyful while still needing
gentleness as people adjust to being together again.

Our Next Faithful Step

Listen to one person on their terms today. Ask what kind of company would be
welcome and whether they need to share joy, disappointment, or an ordinary
concern. Try not to redirect the conversation toward your own experience too
quickly. If you are preparing for a reunion, consider how patience may help
people adjust. Welcome can include delight, quiet, rest, and room for each
person’s pace.

Prayer

Loving God, enlarge my capacity to share another person’s day. Help me listen
with tenderness. Prepare us to welcome one another with patience as well as
delight. Amen.

Question for the Journey

Whose joy or sorrow could you make room for without centering your own
experience?
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DAY 35« SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5

The Person At The Door
Psalm 126:1-3 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

Eli was hanging a paper star when the knock came Saturday. He opened the
door with Tessa beside him and stood still for a second. Then he shouted,
“Dad!” Marcus set down his bag and knelt into the hug. Tessa joined them,
laughing through tears. They spent the afternoon telling stories, eating a simple
meal, and allowing quiet moments between the excitement. That night, Tessa
prayed for families reunited and families still apart. The week’s unexpected joy
was a gift to receive. It also reminded her how much kindness had helped them
live through the days before the knock.

The Word for the Way

Psalm 126 makes room for astonished joy and continuing prayer. We can
receive a homecoming with gratitude while remembering that God also
accompanies those whose doors remain quiet. Both belong in our prayers.

Our Next Faithful Step

Thank someone whose steady presence has helped you through a time of
waiting. Name a particular action that mattered, even if your hoped-for answer
has not arrived. Pray for separated families, those preparing to reunite, and
those facing another holiday apart. Consider one practical way to accompany
someone in your community. Let gratitude for a homecoming or a kindness
strengthen your attention to the people whose waiting continues.

Prayer

God of joy and patient love, thank you for treasured reunions. Hold those who
remain apart. Help us recognize your care in celebration and in the faithful
companionship of waiting. Amen.

Question for the Journey
Where did you notice care before an answer or celebration arrived?

Carry this week’s learning into your next faithful step.
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DAY 36 - SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6

The Boxes By The Doorway
|saiah 40:1-11; Mark 1:1-8 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

Samuel had stacked boxes by his front door, promising to sort them before
Christmas. His son Adrian was coming home for the holidays for the first time in
several years. Their calls had been polite but careful since a painful argument.
Samuel bought Adrian’s favorite coffee and worried about what he would say
when the door opened. On Sunday, the invitation to prepare the way reached
beyond decorations. He could move the boxes, but another obstruction needed
attention too. At home he picked up his phone, put it down, then picked it up
again. Preparation might begin before his son arrived.

The Word for the Way

Isaiah speaks comfort and announces a way through the wilderness. Mark
introduces John’s call to repentance and preparation for Christ. We consider
what needs to change in us as we make room for God and one another.

Our Next Faithful Step

Choose one act of preparation that reaches beyond decorating or shopping. It
might involve an apology, a change in a habit, making time to listen, or
removing an obstacle to welcome. Keep the step specific and manageable. Ask
God what needs attention in you before deciding what someone else should
change. Allow preparation to become a response to grace in the relationships
and circumstances of your own life.

Prayer

God of comfort, prepare a way through places we find difficult. Help us
recognize what needs to change and take an honest step. Make room in us for
your grace. Amen.

Question for the Journey
What needs clearing in your heart or habits this Advent?
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DAY 37 « MONDAY, DECEMBER 7

The Sentence Without An Excuse
Mark 1:4 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

Samuel called Adrian on Monday. After discussing travel, he said, “I've been
thinking about what | said the last time you were here. | hurt you, and I'm sorry.”
He resisted adding an explanation of how stressed he had been. Adrian was
quiet. Then he thanked him and said he needed time to think. Samuel wanted
iImmediate reassurance, but he let the conversation end without asking for it.
Later he moved one box from the doorway. Neither action completed the
preparation. Both made a little more room for what might come next.

The Word for the Way

Repentance involves truthful acknowledgment and a changed direction. An
apology can begin repair, but it does not entitle us to another person’s
immediate trust or forgiveness. Love respects the time and boundaries they
need.

Our Next Faithful Step

Consider whether you need to acknowledge a specific hurt you caused. If a
conversation is appropriate and safe, speak plainly without adding an excuse or
demanding immediate reassurance. Give the other person room to respond in
their own time. Where contact would be unwise, ask God and a trusted guide
about another faithful response. An honest beginning should be accompanied
by a willingness to change the conduct that caused harm.

Prayer

Jesus, give me courage to face the harm | have caused. Help me speak plainly
and respect another person’s boundaries. Guide me toward change that can be
seen in how [ live. Amen.

Question for the Journey
Where might an honest acknowledgment be more helpful than an explanation?
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DAY 38 - TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8

A Welcome People Can Use
|saiah 40:3-5 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

Samuel went to help set up chairs for a community holiday gathering. He
noticed that a display narrowed the entrance. Patricia, who used a walker,
explained that she had needed help squeezing past it at the previous event.
Samuel started to suggest that someone could assist her again. Then he
listened. She wanted to enter independently and sit with her friends. The
coordinator moved the display and reviewed the room arrangement with her.
Samuel helped shift chairs. Preparing the way had become a practical question
about whether their welcome could be experienced by everyone who wished to
come.

The Word for the Way

Isaiah’s road imagery can prompt us to consider obstacles in our shared life.
This is a practical application, not the whole meaning of the passage: our
welcome should include attention to access and patrticipation.

Our Next Faithful Step

Ask someone about an obstacle they encounter in a shared space or activity.
Listen before defending the familiar arrangement. With their input, support one
practical improvement through the appropriate leader or team. The step might
be as simple as moving a display, changing information, or making an entrance
easier to navigate. Consider whether people can experience the welcome we
intend. Pray for a community willing to learn from those who face barriers.

Prayer

Welcoming God, help us see what familiarity can hide. Teach us to listen to
those who face barriers. Prepare our shared spaces for fuller participation and
friendship. Amen.

Question for the Journey
Where do our spaces or habits make welcome difficult to experience?
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DAY 39 - WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9

Clearing One Corner
Psalm 85:8-13 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

On Wednesday, Samuel opened a box of Christmas ornaments. Adrian’s
childhood creations lay beneath the newer decorations. Samuel remembered
correcting the way his son had once hung them, making the tree look orderly
while missing the child’s delight. He placed the crooked wooden star near the
front. Then he cleared a corner of the guest room instead of rearranging the
entire house. He could not prepare perfectly. He could make space for the
person coming home and pay attention to what mattered to him. Samuel
decided to ask Adrian which traditions he would enjoy keeping.

The Word for the Way

Psalm 85 pictures a community renewed in God’s faithfulness and peace.
Preparing our lives can include releasing the need to control every detail.
Peace grows where another person has room to speak and belong.

Our Next Faithful Step

Ask a family member or friend which part of a shared tradition matters to them.
Listen for what brings comfort and what they would welcome changing. Loosen
one expectation that leaves little room for another person’s voice. You may
discover a simpler arrangement that makes the gathering more hospitable.
Bring your hopes for the season into prayer and ask God to guide your planning
through mutual respect.

Prayer

God of peace, loosen my need to arrange everything my way. Help me make
space for other voices. Shape our traditions through kindness, truth, and mutual
respect. Amen.

Question for the Journey
What expectation could you loosen so someone else has room to participate?
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DAY 40 - THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10

The Question Before The Plan
Luke 3:10-14 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

Adrian sent his arrival time and asked whether they could keep the first evening
simple. Samuel had imagined a large dinner with several guests. He felt
disappointed, then read the message again. His son was offering useful
information, not rejecting the visit. Samuel changed the plan and replied, “Soup
and a quiet evening sound good. Anything else that would help?” Adrian asked
for time to rest after the drive. Samuel put extra blankets in the room and called
the relatives about another day. Preparing for someone meant allowing their
needs to shape the welcome.

The Word for the Way

When people ask John how to respond, he gives concrete guidance about
sharing and conduct. Preparation becomes visible in ordinary choices. We can
ask what love requires here rather than settle for good intentions.

Our Next Faithful Step

Before finalizing an invitation or visit, ask what would help the person feel
comfortable and included. Consider timing, rest, food, access, or the size of the
gathering as needed. Follow through on a reasonable request rather than
treating the question as a formality. If you cannot meet it, be honest and
explore an alternative together. Let practical care express the welcome you
hope the person will receive.

Prayer

Lord, bring my good intentions into practical care. Help me welcome the person
who is actually arriving, with their needs and circumstances. Make my listening
part of my hospitality. Amen.

Question for the Journey
Where would asking a question improve the welcome you are planning?
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DAY 41 - FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11

A Voice Worth Hearing
Mark 1:1-8 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

At the holiday gathering, Samuel heard Patricia explain why clear entrances
mattered. Her voice was calm, but the story challenged familiar arrangements.
A few people became defensive. Samuel recognized the impulse; he had felt it
when Adrian requested a simpler evening. He asked whether the group could
hear Patricia through before answering. When she finished, the coordinator
invited specific suggestions. Samuel helped record them. He was learning that
preparation sometimes required hearing an uncomfortable truth. A person
pointing out an obstacle might be helping the community become more
welcoming.

The Word for the Way

John’s wilderness voice interrupts settled expectations and directs people
toward Christ. We should discern every message carefully, but we can remain
willing to hear correction that helps us grow in faithfulness.

Our Next Faithful Step

Listen fully to a concern before defending the way something has always been
done. Ask a question that helps you understand the experience behind it. You
do not need to agree immediately with every suggestion, but you can remain
open to learning. Pray for discernment about a constructive response. Consider
whether a voice that feels uncomfortable may help you recognize an obstacle
you have not faced yourself.

Prayer

God, give me humility when another voice challenges my assumptions. Help
me listen without surrendering discernment. Use truthful conversation to shape
our community toward greater care and welcome. Amen.

Question for the Journey
Whose perspective have you been too quick to dismiss?
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DAY 42 « SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12

The Doorway Is Clear
|saiah 40:10-11 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

Adrian arrived Saturday evening. The doorway was clear, soup warmed on the
stove, and his wooden star hung on the tree. He smiled when he saw it. Over
dinner, their conversation moved slowly from travel to ordinary news. They did
not resolve every old hurt. Samuel let the evening be what it was: a beginning
with room to grow. Before bed, Adrian asked if they could take a walk the next
morning. Samuel agreed. Later he looked around the quiet room and thanked
God for the preparation that had involved both moving boxes and changing how
he listened.

The Word for the Way

Isaiah’s shepherd gathers and gently leads. Preparation for Christ can teach us
a gentler way of accompanying one another. We can value a real beginning
without insisting that every relationship be repaired on our schedule.

Our Next Faithful Step

Give thanks for something that became possible when you made room this
week. It may be a conversation, a clearer entrance, or a more honest beginning
in a relationship. Identify one change in your listening or welcome that you want
to continue. Do not require the situation to be completely resolved before
valuing the step. Ask God for patience with growth that takes time.

Prayer

Gentle Shepherd, thank you for beginnings that need time. Help us accompany
one another with patience. Continue clearing the way for truth, kindness, and
deeper trust. Amen.

Question for the Journey
What became possible when you made room this week?

Carry this week’s learning into your next faithful step.
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DAY 43 « SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13

The Child’S Christmas Wish
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8—11: John 1:6—8, 19—28 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

Leila’s daughter Amira watched their elderly neighbor, Mr. Chen, carry a
grocery bag inside. “Does he have someone coming for Christmas?” she
asked. Leila did not know. That evening, Amira said her Christmas wish was for
him to have somebody to eat with. Leila smiled at the child’s concern, then
realized that making arrangements without asking him could be unkind. They
decided to begin with a visit and a question. At church, the words about bearing
witness to the light stayed with Leila. Perhaps their family could help make
God’s care visible by paying attention to one person nearby.

The Word for the Way

John bears witness to a light greater than himself. Isaiah announces good news
and restoration among people facing hardship. Our witness can point toward
Christ through care that honors people’s voices and dignity.

Our Next Faithful Step

Think of the person who came to mind as you read today’s story. Begin with a
respectful question rather than a plan based on assumptions. Ask about their
interests or holiday arrangements in a way that allows them to share freely.
Notice what you learn about their gifts as well as their circumstances. Pray
about a welcome or act of care that could grow naturally from the conversation.

Prayer

Christ our Light, open our eyes to neighbors we pass each day. Help our care
be thoughtful and our witness humble. Let your love become visible through the
attention we offer. Amen.

Question for the Journey

Who has drawn your attention this season, and what do you still need to learn
about them?
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DAY 44 - MONDAY, DECEMBER 14

An Invitation With Choices
John 1:6-8 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

Leila and Amira visited Mr. Chen on Monday. He welcomed them and showed
Amira a small model train. His family lived far away, he explained, and their
Christmas call would come in the morning. Leila asked whether he would enjoy
joining their meal later that day. “I'd like that,” he said, “if it's all right for me to
leave early.” Leila agreed. Amira asked about the train, and soon he was telling
her how he had repaired its tiny wheels. She discovered someone with stories
and skills, not simply someone who needed an invitation.

The Word for the Way

John’s witness directs attention beyond himself. Our hospitality can do the
same when we let another person’s life and gifts come into view. Welcome
grows through curiosity and respect, not through making ourselves the center.

Our Next Faithful Step

Ask someone about an activity, skill, or memory they enjoy sharing. Give the
conversation enough time for their own interests to become visible. If you
extend an invitation, offer choices that respect their comfort and needs. Notice
how the relationship changes when you learn about what they can contribute.
Thank God for the gifts already present in your neighbors’ lives and remain
willing to receive them.

Prayer

Jesus, help me welcome with curiosity and humility. Keep me attentive to
another person’s gifts. May our conversations make room for friendship rather
than assumptions. Amen.

Question for the Journey
What gift or interest could you discover in someone you hope to welcome?
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DAY 45 « TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15

When The Lights Went Out
John 1:4-5 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

A windstorm interrupted power on Tuesday evening. Leila found a flashlight
while Amira asked about Mr. Chen. They called him first. He had a charged
lantern and was comfortable, but he wondered whether the family needed
anything. Leila laughed at her assumption that help would move only one way.
They agreed to check in again if the outage continued. Across the street,
another neighbor used a battery lamp to illuminate the steps for people
returning home. The street was darker than usual, yet Leila noticed several
small acts of care she might have missed on a brighter evening.

The Word for the Way

John announces life and light in Christ. A household lantern cannot contain that
promise, but it can remind us to notice care that points toward it. God’s
presence is not dependent on easy circumstances.

Our Next Faithful Step

Check on someone’s well-being in a way that fits the circumstances. A call or
message may be more helpful than an unannounced visit. Ask whether
anything practical is needed and offer only what you can responsibly provide.
Receive help if you need it yourself. Later, give thanks for one act of care you
noticed during a difficult or interrupted day. Let that gratitude deepen your
attention to others.

Prayer

Christ our Light, remain near when familiar comforts fail. Guide our attention
toward one another. Help us offer practical care and recognize the care we
receive. Amen.

Question for the Journey
What care have you noticed during an interruption or difficult day?
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DAY 46 - WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16

A Story That Can Be Shared
Psalm 126:3 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

Leila wanted to share the lantern story with the church’s Advent display. Before
writing anything, she asked Mr. Chen whether he would be comfortable with an
anonymous account. He agreed, provided it did not make him sound helpless.
They settled on a sentence about neighbors checking on one another and
sharing light during an outage. Amira drew a small lantern beneath it. Leila
noticed how different the account became when Mr. Chen helped shape it. The
story belonged to people who had experienced the evening together. Their
witness could preserve dignity as well as express gratitude.

The Word for the Way

Gratitude can become shared testimony, but another person’s experience
deserves care. We can describe where we noticed God without exposing
private details or turning someone into an illustration they did not choose to be.

Our Next Faithful Step

Consider a brief contribution to “Where | Saw God This Week.” You may share
a sentence, a drawing, or an experience in conversation. Focus on the care you
noticed and what it meant to you. Ask permission before including another
person’s personal details, and let them help shape the account if appropriate. A
quiet, truthful testimony can express gratitude while preserving the dignity of
everyone involved.

Prayer

God, help our testimony be truthful and kind. Guard the dignity of those whose
lives touch ours. Let gratitude draw people toward your care without making
anyone feel exposed. Amen.

Question for the Journey

How could you share an experience of grace while respecting everyone
involved?
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DAY 47 « THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17

Light Reaches Beyond One Street
|saiah 61:1-4, 8-11 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

The power returned, but Leila learned that several neighbors struggled to keep
their homes adequately warm even when the lines were working. At a
community meeting, she listened to people describe costs and unreliable
equipment. Volunteers explained available assistance and the gaps that
remained. Leila asked how families could find reliable information. She brought
the resource list to the church office and asked whether it could be shared
appropriately. Amira’s Christmas wish had opened a friendship. Now Leila was
learning about a wider need, one that could not be addressed by a single
holiday invitation.

The Word for the Way

Isaiah’s vision includes restoration, dignity, and justice. Bearing witness to
Christ’s light can lead us to attend to conditions affecting our neighbors. Loving
service may include connecting people with resources and working toward
fairer access.

Our Next Faithful Step

Learn about one reliable resource connected to a need you have noticed, such
as food assistance, heating support, or help with access. Confirm that the
information is current before passing it along. Ask an appropriate church or
community leader where it could be useful. Avoid requesting private details
from a person who has not offered them. Let learning guide a response that
helps neighbors find support with dignity.

Prayer

God of restoration, widen our care beyond the people we already know. Help
us learn wisely and act responsibly. Guide our community toward conditions in
which neighbors can live with dignity. Amen.

Question for the Journey
What wider need has a personal relationship helped you understand?
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DAY 48 - FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18

The Light Is Not Ours To Own
John 1:19-28 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

At school, Amira told a friend that her family was inviting Mr. Chen for
Christmas. “That’s nice of you,” the friend said. Amira repeated the compliment
at home. Leila thanked her for caring, then reminded her that Mr. Chen had
offered them light and companionship too. “We’re becoming friends,” she said.
Amira considered that. She asked if she could make a place card with a small
train instead of a lantern. Leila agreed. The table would welcome a neighbor
with a whole life and many gifts. Their story was growing beyond the idea that
one family had rescued someone.

The Word for the Way

John is clear that he is not the Messiah. His humility helps us distinguish
witness from self-importance. We point toward Christ while recognizing that
God’s grace is already at work in other people’s lives.

Our Next Faithful Step

Name a gift you have received from someone you often help or welcome.
Thank them for it sincerely. Notice whether you have been assuming that care
moves only from you to them. Make space for their perspective and contribution
in the relationship. Ask Christ to keep your witness humble. Friendship can help
us recognize grace that was already present before we arrived.

Prayer

Jesus, keep our witness humble. Help us recognize your work in others before
we arrive. Teach us the joy of friendship in which everyone can offer and
receive. Amen.

Question for the Journey
Where might you need to release the role of being everyone’s rescuer?
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DAY 49 « SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19

A Place Already Waiting
John 1:6-8 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

On Saturday, Amira set Mr. Chen’s place card beside the folded napkins, even
though Christmas was still several days away. Leila asked why she was doing it
so early. “So we remember he belongs at the table,” Amira said. Mr. Chen
called that afternoon to offer a simple dish he enjoyed making. Leila accepted
and checked the timing with him. The child’s wish had become an invitation,
several conversations, and a friendship with room to continue. That evening,
Leila prayed for the people whose light had helped her see differently. She
hoped the family would keep looking after the holiday ended.

The Word for the Way

Witness can be steady and ordinary. This week’s attention has led toward a
relationship, not merely a seasonal gesture. Christ’s light invites us to continue
seeing and valuing the people around us.

Our Next Faithful Step

Choose one way to sustain a connection after Christmas. It could be a call, a
shared activity, or a regular greeting that grows into conversation. Check that
the person would welcome it rather than setting the plan alone. Give thanks for
something their presence has taught you. Allow a seasonal invitation to
become the beginning of attention that continues in ordinary weeks.

Prayer

Light of the world, thank you for the people who help us see. Keep our welcome
alive beyond the season. Guide our friendships toward patience, mutual care,
and lasting attention. Amen.

Question for the Journey
What relationship has begun or deepened because you paid attention?

Carry this week’s learning into your next faithful step.
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DAY 50 - SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20

A Yes She Could Offer
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16: Luke 1:26—38 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

Clara had planned to spend Christmas quietly. At seventy-two, she had learned
to protect her energy, and she was content to listen to the church’s Christmas
music without taking on another task. Then her neighbor Ana called. Her baby
Maya had arrived earlier in the month, and the family was tired. Would Clara be
willing to bring a meal on Tuesday? Clara considered her week and said yes to
that specific request. As she listened to Mary’s response in Luke, she thought
about the difference between accepting everything and offering a faithful yes.
One meal was something she could give with love.

The Word for the Way

Mary’s response is part of the unique announcement of Jesus’ birth. We do not
duplicate her calling, but her openness can invite us to consider our own
response to God. A faithful yes can be specific and discerning.

Our Next Faithful Step

Consider one invitation you can accept with love and realistic attention to your
capacity. Ask what the person actually needs and offer a clear, manageable
yes. If you are attending the Christmas cantata, notice a word or musical
moment that speaks to you and carry it into your response. A faithful step may
be quiet and practical. Let worship shape the way you care for someone this
week.

Prayer

God of grace, help me listen for the response you invite. Give me wisdom about
my capacity and courage to offer what | can. Let my yes grow from love. Amen.

Question for the Journey

What invitation could you accept with love and realistic attention to your
capacity?
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DAY 51 - MONDAY, DECEMBER 21

The Song She Remembered
Luke 1:46-55 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

Clara found herself humming a melody from Sunday’s Christmas music while
chopping vegetables. Her sister Dot had loved that melody, and the memory
brought an unexpected ache. Clara set down the knife and called Dot’s
daughter, Nina. They spoke about the way Dot used to sing while doing
ordinary work, sometimes forgetting the words and laughing. Nina asked
whether Clara would like company after Christmas. Clara said she would.
Returning to the kitchen, she kept humming. The music had opened a memory
and a conversation. It did not make her sister’'s absence disappear, but it
helped her carry it with someone who understood.

The Word for the Way

Mary’s song joins praise with God’s attention to humble and hungry people.
Worship can also give us language and companionship for our own lives. A
remembered song may help us bring gratitude and grief into God’s presence.

Our Next Faithful Step

Recall a song or tradition that connects you with someone you miss. Share the
memory with a person who would welcome it, or bring it quietly into prayer.
Allow both warmth and sadness to be present. If the memory suggests
someone else may be grieving too, consider a gentle call. You do not need to
repair the sorrow; listening together can help you carry it with care.

Prayer

God, receive the songs that rise from joy and the songs that carry sorrow.
Thank you for voices we still remember. Help us find companionship in the
memories we cherish. Amen.

Question for the Journey
What song or tradition connects you with someone you miss?
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DAY 52 « TUESDAY, DECEMBER 22

The Meal At The Doorstep
Luke 1:39-45 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

Clara called before delivering the meal so Ana could choose a convenient time.
When she arrived, the baby was sleeping, and the house was untidy. Ana
began to apologize. Clara assured her that the meal required no hosting. She
placed the containers where Ana requested, explained how to warm them, and
asked whether she should stay or leave. Ana asked for ten minutes of
company. They sat while Ana described a difficult night and a moment when
Maya'’s tiny hand had curled around her finger. Clara listened. Her yes had
become care that followed the family’s needs rather than her own expectations.

The Word for the Way

Mary and Elizabeth’s meeting is full of recognition and encouragement. Our
visits can offer a quieter form of support: listening, affirming, and making room
for someone’s actual experience. Helpful presence respects what the
household can manage.

Our Next Faithful Step

Ask before visiting someone who is tired, grieving, recovering, or caring for a
new baby. Offer help that does not require them to host or entertain you. Let
them choose whether they would appreciate conversation, a delivery, or a little
quiet. Follow through on the arrangement clearly. Pray that your presence will
lighten their day and that your attention will remain guided by their actual
needs.

Prayer

Welcoming God, help my presence lighten another person’s day. Teach me to
ask, listen, and respect the answer. Let encouragement come through care that
fits the person’s needs. Amen.

Question for the Journey
How can you offer company without adding pressure to the person receiving it?
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DAY 53 « WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 23

Room In The Plan
Luke 1:37—38 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

Ana asked whether Clara could bring another meal on Christmas Eve. Clara
already had plans and knew she would become exhausted if she added too
much. She felt guilty saying so. Then she remembered a friend who had offered
to help the family. With Ana’s permission, she connected them and confirmed
that the arrangements were clear. Clara’s original yes did not require an
unlimited promise. That afternoon she rested, then wrote Nina a note about
their planned visit. She was learning to make room for care without closing off
her own need for rest and companionship.

The Word for the Way

Mary’s trust in God does not mean that every request made of us must receive
the same answer. Discernment can include boundaries, shared responsibility,
and confidence that God works through a whole community.

Our Next Faithful Step

Offer a realistic response to one request rather than an unlimited promise. If
you cannot provide what is needed, consider whether the person would
welcome help connecting with someone else. Ask before sharing their details.
Confirm any arrangement so that responsibility is clear. Make room for rest and
the contributions of others. Sustainable care grows when a community shares
its gifts thoughtfully.

Prayer

Faithful God, guide my yes and my limits. Help me offer care without
resentment or exhaustion. Bless the community through which needs can be
met and gifts can be shared. Amen.

Question for the Journey
Where would sharing responsibility make care more sustainable?
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DAY 54 - THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24

The Light She Carried Home
Isaiah 9:2—7; Luke 2:1-20 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

On Christmas Eve, Clara sat among the congregation as the story of Jesus’
birth was read. She noticed the people around her: a family with a restless
child, someone sitting alone, two friends leaning close over a bulletin. She
thought of Ana and Maya at home and of Nina missing her mother. The familiar
story felt near to these ordinary lives. After worship, Clara called Nina briefly
and sent Ana a message of love. She arrived home to a quiet house, switched
on a lamp, and sat with the Scripture again. Quiet did not mean her life stood
outside the Christmas promise.

The Word for the Way

Luke announces Jesus’ birth within the circumstances of ordinary human life,
and the shepherds receive good news. Isaiah’s light gives language to hope.
We celebrate Christ’'s presence among us, including homes that feel quiet or
incomplete.

Our Next Faithful Step

Take a quiet moment to receive the good news of Christ's presence tonight.
Name the part of your life that needs comfort, hope, or reassurance. Offer a
gentle greeting to someone who may appreciate it without expecting a reply. If
you gather for worship, pray for those attending and those at home, working,
grieving, or waiting. Let the Christmas promise reach into the life you actually
have.

Prayer

Jesus, born among us, draw near to every home tonight. Comfort those who
grieve, steady those who work or wait, and awaken our joy. Help us receive the
love your coming reveals. Amen.

Question for the Journey
Where do you need to receive the good news of Christ’s presence tonight?
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DAY 55 « FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25

An Ordinary Christmas Gift
Luke 2:10-20 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

Clara’s Christmas morning began with a cup of tea and a call from Nina. Later,
a photograph arrived from Ana: Maya sleeping beside the blanket Clara had
given her. The message said the family had eaten well and managed a little
rest. Clara smiled. Her day did not resemble the crowded holidays she
remembered from years before. It held a different collection of gifts: a
conversation, a photograph, a neighbor’s gratitude, the Christmas story beside
her chair. In the afternoon, she took a short walk and greeted another neighbor.
The celebration had room for the life she was actually living.

The Word for the Way

The shepherds respond to good news by going, seeing, and telling. Christmas
invites both reception and response. Christ's coming blesses our ordinary lives
without requiring a perfect gathering or an ideal mood.

Our Next Faithful Step

Notice one moment of care, beauty, or companionship in today’s celebration,
however simple it may be. Give thanks without requiring the whole day to feel
perfect. If someone is missing, honor that love in a way that comforts you: a
memory, a prayer, a familiar dish, or a conversation. Make room for another
person’s experience too. Receive the gift of Christ in the midst of this day’s joy
and sorrow.

Prayer

God of Christmas, thank you for coming near in Jesus. Receive our joy and our
sadness. Help us recognize the gifts of this day and share your love in the ways
available to us. Amen.

Question for the Journey
What gift can you receive with gratitude in the day you actually have?
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DAY 56 - SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26

The Yes Continues
Colossians 3:12-17 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

Nina visited on Saturday with a small tin of her mother’s favorite cookies. Clara
made tea, and they spent the afternoon telling stories. Some were funny; others
ended in silence. Before Nina left, they chose a regular time to call in January.
Clara also checked with Ana about a practical need for the following week. She
made one manageable offer and left room for others to help. Christmas had not
finished the work of love. It had renewed her attention to the people around her,
and she wanted that attention to become part of the way she lived.

The Word for the Way

Colossians describes a shared life shaped by compassion, kindness, patience,
gratitude, and love. The practices of Christmas can continue beyond the
celebration as habits that strengthen relationships and reflect Christ.

Our Next Faithful Step

Choose one expression of care that you would like to continue after Christmas.
Keep it small enough to sustain, such as a regular call, prayer for a neighbor, or
participation in a suitable ministry. Share your intention with someone who can
encourage you. Consider what time or support it will need. Let the love
celebrated at Christmas become a practice that has a place in the ordinary
weeks ahead.

Prayer

Jesus, let the love we celebrate become the care we continue. Clothe our daily
lives with patience and kindness. Help us sustain relationships through simple,
faithful practices. Amen.

Question for the Journey
Which expression of care would you like to keep practicing after Christmas?

Carry this week’s learning into your next faithful step.

56


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3%3A12-17&version=NRSVUE

DAY 57 « SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27

The People Who Kept Watching
|saiah 61:10-62:3; Luke 2:22-40 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

Esther, a retired teacher, sat near the back of church with Owen, a teenager
whose family had begun visiting. She had known many seasons of crowded
classrooms and now lived with a much quieter calendar. Owen asked why
Simeon and Anna were so glad to see a baby. Esther explained that they had
waited a long time and recognized something precious in the child before them.
Walking out, Owen pointed to an older member greeting a young family. Esther
had seen that greeting many times. Today she noticed its patience. Faithful
attention had been present in her community all along.

The Word for the Way

Simeon and Anna recognize God’s work in Jesus and respond with praise and
testimony. Their waiting invites us to value sustained attention across
generations. Recognizing Christ can renew the way we see the people before
us.

Our Next Faithful Step

Thank someone for a steady contribution that rarely receives attention. Be
specific about what their presence has meant to you or the community. If you
are unsure what they do, ask and listen with curiosity. Consider what their
faithfulness could teach you about your own next step. Pray for people of every
generation who help the church recognize and respond to God'’s work.

Prayer

God of every generation, open our eyes to your work among us. Help us value
patient faithfulness and learn from one another. Renew our attention as this
year draws toward its close. Amen.

Question for the Journey

What faithful presence have you become so accustomed to that you overlook
it?
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DAY 58 -« MONDAY, DECEMBER 28

What The Younger Voice Noticed
Luke 2:25-32 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

Esther and Owen met for a conversation at church with others nearby. She
expected to help him understand the Bible passage. Instead, he asked why the
church’s service stories often described what volunteers did but seldom what
they learned from the people they met. Esther paused. She had never
considered the difference carefully. They talked about receiving wisdom as well
as offering help. Owen described an older neighbor who had taught him to
repair a bicycle. Esther realized their conversation was another place to watch
for grace. A younger voice was helping her see something she needed to learn.

The Word for the Way

Simeon’s recognition is directed toward God’s salvation extending beyond a
narrow circle. In our shared life, we can remain open to insight from people of
different ages and experiences. Discernment grows through listening as well as
teaching.

Our Next Faithful Step

Ask someone from another generation what they have noticed or learned in the
church or community. Listen without assuming you already know what their
experience has been. Share one thought of your own if it would help the
conversation, then make room for their response. Notice a perspective that
broadens your understanding. Thank God for growth that comes through
learning with one another.

Prayer

God, keep me teachable. Help me recognize wisdom in voices different from
my own. Let our conversations deepen our understanding and strengthen the
care we share. Amen.

Question for the Journey
Whose perspective could help you understand your community more fully?
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DAY 59 « TUESDAY, DECEMBER 29

The Small Practice That Stayed
Luke 2:36—38 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

Esther looked through the guide on Tuesday and thought about the practices
she had tried. She had not completed every entry. Some days she read only
the prayer. Still, one habit had stayed: calling a person who might appreciate
company before the week became crowded. She had received as much
encouragement as she offered. Owen said he wanted to keep asking what
other people could teach him. They each chose something simple enough to
continue. Esther wrote her choice on the inside cover of her Bible, where it
would meet her in the ordinary days of January.

The Word for the Way

Anna’s prayerful life prepares her to recognize and speak about Jesus. Lasting
practices can cultivate attention over time. We can begin a modest pattern of
prayer, worship, compassion, or justice that fits our circumstances and remains
open to growth.

Our Next Faithful Step

Choose one practice from this journey to continue in January. It might involve
Scripture, prayer, a relationship, compassion, or attention to justice. Decide
when and how it will fit into your life. You may note it briefly, speak it aloud, or
share it with someone. Start with a modest commitment and leave room to
adjust it. Ask God to help the practice deepen your attention over time.

Prayer

Faithful God, thank you for the practices that have helped us grow. Guide us
toward a pattern we can sustain. Let our ordinary days make room for prayer,
attention, and loving response. Amen.

Question for the Journey

Which practice from this journey has helped you become more attentive to God
or others?
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DAY 60 - WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 30

A Companion For The Next Step
Hebrews 10:23-25 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

On Wednesday, Esther called her friend Miriam and described the weekly
contact she hoped to continue. Miriam offered to ask about it when they spoke
and requested the same encouragement for her own practice of reading
Scripture before breakfast. Neither wanted a scorecard. They wanted someone
who would remember their intention and listen when life made it difficult. Esther
thought of Owen and the questions he had brought to their conversation.
Growing in faith had become less solitary. She thanked God for companions
who could encourage her, challenge her gently, and help her begin again when
needed.

The Word for the Way

Hebrews calls the community to hold hope and encourage one another toward
love and good deeds. Christian practices grow within relationships.
Accompaniment gives us encouragement, perspective, and room to return
when a habit is interrupted.

Our Next Faithful Step

Invite a willing person to encourage your January practice and ask whether
they would appreciate encouragement too. Agree on a simple way to check in,
such as a call or brief conversation. Make clear that the purpose is support
rather than a scorecard. If a practice is interrupted, help one another consider a
fresh beginning. Pray for shared hope and practical love as you accompany
each other.

Prayer

God, thank you for companions on the journey. Help us encourage without
controlling and listen without judging. Keep our shared hope strong and our
love practical. Amen.

Question for the Journey

Who could encourage your next faithful step, and whose step could you
encourage?
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DAY 61 - THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31

The Door Into Another Year
Lamentations 3:21-26: Philippians 1:6 (NRSVUE)

Along the Way

Esther stood at her window on New Year's Eve. The year held people she
missed, moments she treasured, and conversations that had changed her. She
resisted the urge to make a long list of improvements. Instead, she prayed for
Miriam, Owen, her church, and the neighbor she would call next week. Then
she gave thanks for the care that had carried her through days she could not
have managed alone. Tomorrow would begin another year, with uncertainties
she could not arrange in advance. She placed the guide beside her Bible. Its
final page would not be the end of following Jesus.

The Word for the Way

Lamentations speaks hope from within deep sorrow; Philippians expresses
confidence in God’s continuing work. We can enter a new year with honest
gratitude and trust, allowing one faithful practice to become a beginning rather
than a demand for perfection.

Our Next Faithful Step

Offer a prayer of gratitude for a person, experience, or gift that helped carry you
through 2026. Name one faithful intention for the year ahead and entrust the
unfinished parts of this year to God. If it helps, share your intention with a
companion. Make room for those you miss and for the hope you are beginning
to recognize. Enter 2027 with a manageable next step and trust in God’s
continuing care.

Prayer

God of steadfast love, thank you for accompanying us through 2026. Hold what
remains unfinished and those we continue to miss. Lead us into 2027 with
hope, attentive hearts, and courage for our next faithful step. Amen.

Question for the Journey

What do you want to thank God for, and what faithful step will you carry into
20277

Carry this week’s learning into your next faithful step.

61


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Lamentations+3%3A21-26%3B+Philippians+1%3A6&version=NRSVUE

With Gratitude for 2026 and Hope for 2027

Dear Friendship Family and Friends,

Thank you for being part of this beautiful journey through 2026. Thank you for
the prayers you offered, the welcome you extended, the gifts you shared, and
the care you gave when someone needed a faithful friend. Much of that love
happened quietly, through ordinary acts that mattered deeply to the person
receiving them.

As we close the year, we remember those whose presence we miss and give
thanks for the love they continue to help us carry. We celebrate relationships
strengthened, people welcomed, and moments when we recognized God'’s
grace. We also bring God the questions, hurts, and unfinished work that
remain. There is room for all of this in our prayer.

Our Next Faithful Step has invited us to respond to God'’s gifts and look again
for God’s presence. My hope is that something from these weeks will remain

with you: a practice of prayer, a friendship, a deeper willingness to listen, or a
way of serving that you can continue. We will keep growing as we learn from

Scripture, from our neighbors, and from one another.

| look forward to the journey we will share in 2027. May it be a beautiful year of
growing in faith and following Jesus together, with courage for new beginnings
and patience for the work that takes time. We can enter it trusting that the God
who has accompanied us will continue to lead us.

Thank you, Friendship Family and Friends, for allowing your love to become
visible in the life of this church and our community. It is a blessing to walk with
you.

With love and gratitude,
Pastor Rudy
Rev. Dr. Rudolph H. White, Jr.

A Prayer for the Journey Ahead

Gracious God, thank you for the Friendship Family and Friends and for your
faithful presence throughout 2026. Hold those we miss, strengthen the
relationships we cherish, and guide the work still before us. As we enter 2027,
deepen our love for you and our neighbors. Give us attentive hearts and
courage to take our next faithful step together. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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